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who they have all the reason in the world to believe
have no concern upon them for their good, or care
one farthing what becomes of them.

CHAP. XIV.

Of tradesmen making composition with debtors or
with creditors. That they, of all men, from the
contingent nature of trade, have reason to com-
passionate the unfortunate. The justice of making
a bankrupt's wilful concealment of his effects
felony. Benejitfrom the late acts of bankruptcy,
both to debtor and creditor^ to what it ivas for-
merly. That the first proposal is always the best.
Reasons for it. In what cases the debtor does
and does not deserve compassion. Of statutes
taken out with a fraudulent intention. Clause in
the new act of 5 Geo. II. tvkick seems framed to
cure an evil complained of by our author.

THERE is an alternative in the subject of this chap-
ter, which places the discourse in the two extremes
of a tradesman's fortune.

I.  The fortunate tradesman, called upon by his
poor unfortunate neighbour, who is his debtor, and
is become insolvent,  to have compassion on him,
and to compound with him for part of his debt, and
accept his offer in discharge of the whole.

II.  The  unfortunate tradesman,  become  insol-
vent and bankrupt himself, arid applying himself to
his creditor to accept of a composition, in discharge
of his debt.

I shall, in this chapter, speak of the former arti-
cle, referring the second to the next.